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SUBCHAPTER E—GENERAL CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS 

PART 1827—PATENTS, DATA, AND 
COPYRIGHTS 
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Subpart 1827.4—Rights in Data and 
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1827.409 Solicitation provisions and con-
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 2473(c)(1). 

SOURCE: 62 FR 36715, July 9, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

1827.000 Scope of part. 
This part prescribes NASA policies, 

procedures, and clauses pertaining to 
patents, data, and copyrights. The pro-
visions of FAR part 27 apply to NASA 
acquisitions unless specifically ex-
cepted in this part. 

Subpart 1827.3—Patent Rights 
Under Government Contracts 

1827.301 Definitions. 
Administrator, as used in this subpart, 

means the Administrator of NASA or a 
duly authorized representative. 

Contract, as used in this subpart, 
means any actual or proposed contract, 
agreement, understanding, or other ar-
rangement, and includes any assign-
ment, substitution of parties, or sub-

contract executed or entered into 
thereunder. 

Made, in lieu of the definition in FAR 
27.301, as used in this subpart, means 
conceived or first actually reduced to 
practice; provided that in the case of a 
variety of plant, the date of determina-
tion (as defined in Section 41(d) of the 
Plant Variety Protection Act, 7 U.S.C. 
2401(d)) must also occur during the pe-
riod of contract performance. 

Reportable item, as used in this sub-
part, means any invention, discovery, 
improvement, or innovation of the con-
tractor, whether or not patentable or 
otherwise protectible under Title 35 of 
the United States Code, made in the 
performance of any work under any 
NASA contract or in the performance 
of any work that is reimbursable under 
any clause in any NASA contract pro-
viding for reimbursement of costs in-
curred before the effective date of the 
contract. Reportable items include, but 
are not limited to, new processes, ma-
chines, manufactures, and composi-
tions of matter, and improvements to, 
or new applications of, existing proc-
esses, machines, manufactures, and 
compositions of matter. Reportable 
items also include new computer pro-
grams, and improvements to, or new 
applications of, existing computer pro-
grams, whether or not copyrightable or 
otherwise protectible under Title 17 of 
the United States Code. 

Subject invention, in lieu of the defini-
tion in FAR 27.301, as used in this sub-
part, means any reportable item that is 
or may be patentable or otherwise 
protectible under Title 35 of the United 
States Code, or any novel variety of 
plant that is or may be protectible 
under the Plant Variety Protection 
Act (7 U.S.C. 2321 et seq.). 

[62 FR 36715, July 9, 1997, as amended at 62 
FR 58688, Oct. 30, 1997; 63 FR 63209, Nov. 12, 
1998] 

1827.302 Policy. (NASA supplements 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), 
(g), and (i)). 

(a) Introduction. 
(i) NASA policy with respect to any 

invention, discovery, improvement, or 
innovation made in the performance of 
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